Vi                                       TO THE STUDENTS
the institution, except where it came in conflict with their funda-
mental moral ideals. In times of general national upheaval
they were to lay down their books and serve as soldiers in the
campaign. At moments when the whole house was on fire,
everybody was expected to take up a bucket of water and lend
his helping hand to the immediate task ahead. Gandhiji expec-
ted, at times, that the student community should play the
part of pioneers, just as they had clone in a country like
China. During the national struggle, the battlefield* itself
was to serve as the richest school of experience.
In short, Gandhiji thus uniformly tried to lead the student
world along the path of dedicated service and progressive identi-
fication with the exploited for the purpose of serving and lifting
them up from the mire. This was the highest aim of life, and
the highest purpose of education was also to prepare the stu^
dent for fulfilling this heavy responsibility when he grew up to
manhood.
The following articles or extracts from Candhiji's speeches
and writings have been arranged chronologically, and he \vhq?
goes through the collection carefully, will not fail to be ira-,
pressed by the wide range of social duties and the lofty idealism
which Gandhiji prescribed for the student world. No social or
political problem was too high for them, and there was also no
toning down of the demand which he made upon their seme of
dedication to the cause of the poor*
May the student world of India prove true to the hop<
and theiconfidence which GandhSji reposed in them during hi
lifetime,
Calcutta, 4-4-'48                                   Nirmalkumar Bose